Abstract: An engorging female Ixodes pacificus was observed on a western harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys megalotis) in Humboldt County, California. The mouse demonstrated a flaccid paraplegia, but it appeared to recover fully after the tick was removed.
INTRODUCTION
Tick paralysis has been recognized only rarely in free-living wild animals. 4 The purpose of this report is to document a case of tick paralysis in a western harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys megalotis) from an adult female Ixodes pacificus.
CASE HISTORY A western harvest mouse was found prostrate at 1000 h on 10 May 1978 in a live trap set the night before near the Areata boat basin at the north end of Humboldt Bay, Humboldt County, California. The animal had a single engorging tick at the base of its skull. The fur appeared ruffled and its respiration was slower than normal. It also demonstrated a flaccid paraplegia. The mouse was not aggressive and made no attempt to escape.
The mouse appeared very sensitive to sound. While being photographed, it convulsed each time the camera shutter clicked. The animal also had convulsions for 3 to 5 seconds on each of two occasions that the door of its cage was opened and closed while adding food or water, approximately 35 min after removal of the tick.
The tick was identified as an adult female Ixodes pacificus, a species' commonly observed in the area.
Recovery began soon after the tick was removed. The mouse tried to bite the finger of one observer 25 min after the tick was removed. The animal was observed feeding 5 h after the tick was removed.
This is the first known case of tick paralysis in a western harvest mouse. Although some Ixodes pacificus were found with the Dermacentor occidentalis on deer suffering from tick paralysis, 1 there is only one other known report of I, pacificus alone causing tick paralysis. 
